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Fundraising  
 
The 2013 Challenge raised $53,717 for research into Alzheimer’s and other dementias. 
 
This is the best fundraising result ever! 
 

 
 
This year the Challenge once again promoted as having no entry fee with a greater focus on fundraising 
and media. 
 
Our aim was to insure that all participating clubs and players better understood who they were 
supporting and why and received local recognition via local press for their support of NeuRA. 
 
We also encouraged individuals to support the cause by providing individual donation envelopes, taking 
the emphasis away from the clubs administration allowing individuals to choose to support the event 
and NeuRA. 
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Overview of Funds Raised 
 
Since 2004 the Challenge has raised over $316,275 towards research to finding treatments and 
ultimately a cure for Alzheimer’s and other dementias. 
 
Bridge for Brain Research Challenge year by year comparison 
 

 *2004 was held as a test event in NSW only 



 
2013 10th Anniversary Bridge for Brain Research Challenge Report 
Prepared by Stephanie Grove, Neuroscience Research Australia 

 

  

Participation  
 
Breakdown Nationwide 
 
Nationwide Participation 2013 
 
In 2013 the number of clubs that registered to participate in the Challenge was 122, with 119 clubs 
going on to participate and send in donations.  
 
There are currently more than 330 ABF registered/affiliated clubs, at this stage the challenge is receiving 
support from less than 37% of those clubs. 
 
Even with the success of the event in 2013 we see there is still opportunity to grow the event in 2014 
and beyond. 
 

Please see below a breakdown of 2012 and 2013 club participation in the Challenge verse the number of 
ABF clubs. 
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We saw a slight increase in NSW, TAS and WA participation. 
 
 

Breakdown State by State 
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2013 Results 
Highest percentage overall 

  
Percentage 

Heather Cupitt Wayne Cupitt Geraldton Bridge Club Incorporated 71.383 

    Highest percentage Score by a pair over the age of 75 years Percentage 

Bill Pheasant Coral Pheasant Yarrawonga Bridge Club 70.246 

    National Top 10 
   Place Players Club Percentage 

1 Cupitt, Cupitt Geraldton Bridge Club Incorporated 71.383 

2 Walker, Knaggs New South Wales Bridge Association Inc 70.791 

3 Young, McDonald Toronto Bridge Club Inc 70.549 

4 Cantwell, Anderson Sale Bridge Club 70.372 

5 Pheasant, Pheasant Yarrawonga Bridge Club 70.246 

6 Taylor, Taylor Leeton Soldiers Bridge Club 70.012 

7 Spurway, Cummins Sanctuary Cove Bridge Club 69.683 

8 Hardman, Stack Mandurah Bridge Club Inc 69.552 

9 Collins, De Jong Orange Bridge Club Inc 69.343 

10 Gates, Wood Bowral Bridge Club Inc 69 

    State Top 5 (NSW): 
   Place Players Club Percentage 

2 Walker, Knaggs New South Wales Bridge Association Inc 70.791 

3 Young, McDonald Toronto Bridge Club Inc 70.549 

6 Taylor, Taylor Leeton Soldiers Bridge Club 70.012 

9 Collins, De Jong Orange Bridge Club Inc 69.343 

10 Gates, Wood Bowral Bridge Club Inc 69 

    State Top 5 (QLD): 
   Place Players Club Percentage 

7 Spurway, Cummins Sanctuary Cove Bridge Club 69.683 

19 Harris, Dominikovich Redland Bridge Club Inc 67.268 

21 Salter, Cowls Tamborine Mountain Bridge Club 66.779 

23 Wippell, Willis Darling Downs Bridge Club 66.631 

28 Hooper, Hooper Cairns Bridge Club 65.915 

    State Top 5 (VIC): 
   Place Players Club Percentage 

4 Cantwell, Anderson Sale Bridge Club 70.372 

5 Pheasant, Pheasant Yarrawonga Bridge Club 70.246 

11 Ashkar, Headey Moonee Valley Bridge Club 68.949 

14 Gunst, Philpott 
Royal South Yarra Lawn Tennis Bridge 
Club 68.49 

36 Snashall, Berlinski Victorian Bridge Association Ltd 65.511 
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    Territory Top 5 (NT & ACT): 
   Place Players Club Percentage 

25 Holbrook, Morton Canberra Bridge Club Inc 66.454 

50 Carmody, Hutchins Canberra Bridge Club Inc 64.638 

66 Olsson, Klose Darwin Bridge Club 64.029 

102 Barlow, Barlow Darwin Bridge Club 62.127 

113 Hnaris, Mooney Darwin Bridge Club 61.807 

    State Top 5 (WA): 
   Place Players Club Percentage 

1 Cupitt, Cupitt Geraldton Bridge Club Incorporated 71.383 

8 Hardman, Stack Mandurah Bridge Club Inc 69.552 

15 Stewart, Middleton Esperance Bridge Club 68.34 

17 Stewart, Appleyard Busselton Bridge Club 67.922 

22 Rigg, Rigg Busselton Bridge Club 66.757 

    State Top 5 (TAS): 
   Place Players Club Percentage 

12 Beattie, Longmire Devonport Bridge Club 68.8 

73 King, Waldrum Devonport Bridge Club 63.614 

130 Patchett, Scott Devonport Bridge Club 61.255 

150 Thompson, McBean Launceston Bridge Club Inc 60.586 

156 Sherriff, Johnson Launceston Bridge Club Inc 60.518 
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Press/ Media 
 

Again in 2013 we asked clubs when they registered to provide the name of their local newspaper and 
radio station.  
 
We sent a personalised email release to each of these newspapers and radio stations including details of 
the individual clubs participating.   
 
This resulted in the some of the best media coverage the event has received since its inception. Focusing 
on local rather than metro press meant that individual clubs were able to customise their stories and 
promote their local clubs to interested bridge players in their communities. 
 
 
See Appendix A for samples of regional, state and national media release and copies of print coverage 
received. 



 
2013 10th Anniversary Bridge for Brain Research Challenge Report 
Prepared by Stephanie Grove, Neuroscience Research Australia 

 

Appendix A  – Sample of media releases and coverage received 
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